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United for digestive health
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The burden of digestive cancers

Digestive cancers include oesophageal, stomach, colorectal, liver, 

gallbladder and biliary tract, and pancreatic cancers

Digestive cancers exert a substantial burden across UEG member 

countries, and together are responsible for over a third of the total 
number of cancer related deaths
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The burden of digestive cancers

For the UEG member countries combined, digestive cancers are responsible for 
approximately 32% and 20% of all years of life lost and years lived with 
disability due to cancers in 2019
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Gastric cancer
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Gastric cancer: the facts

Gastric (stomach) cancer is strongly linked to infection with the 

bacteria Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) – a common infection 

affecting around 50% of the global population 

In Europe, rates of the disease are highest in Eastern Europe 
(Baltic and the neighbouring States), Slovenia and Portugal

Around 136,000 Europeans are diagnosed with gastric cancer 

and 97,000 die from this cancer every year
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What to treat? 

Helicobacter pylori gastritis

should be defined as an infectious disease

even when patients have no symptoms and irrespective of 

complications such as peptic ulcers and gastric cancer

Zagari RM, et al. Dig Liver Dis. 2015;47(11):903-12

Sugano K, et al. Gut. 2015;64(9):1353-67

Malfertheiner P, et al. Gut. 2012;61(5):646-64

Fallone CA, Gastroenterology. 2016;151(1):51-69.e14 
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The burden of gastric cancer according to age & sex

For the member countries combined, 

incidence rates increase steadily with 
age, peaking at ages 85+ years for women 
and men 

For both sexes combined, age-specific 
incidence rates have decreased from 
2000-2019 for all age groups
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EU Cancer Screening Recommendations

UEG‘s Recommendations European Commission‘s proposal
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Thank you for joining us today!

Access the UEG White Book 2: https://ueg.eu/white-book

Follow us on social media:

Facebook myUEG

Instagram @my_ueg

Twitter @my_ueg

https://ueg.eu/white-book

