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2023 – national policy events 
Leveraging on The Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan momentum for action.

HEALTH IS LOCAL

EU does not have competence to 
regulate (legally binding) in area of 
health per se. But health is 
regulated using another legal basis.

PRIMARY GOAL

raise awareness of the salience of 
digestive cancers at the national level 
and if deemed appropriate by MOs, 
adding on the perspective at the 
European level.



Framework for events

• MOs in the lead of the event – their event

• Adapt to national policy context

• Great level of flexibility 

• No two events will be the same

• DiCE role is to support  



Target groups and policy asks

The main aim of the event will be 
to raise awareness 
- among policy and decision 

makers at a national level 
about the burden of digestive 
cancers. 

- if resources of national MOs 
allow, media will be targeted 
too.

Suggested policy asks: 

- More resources and funding to be 

dedicated to digestive cancers 

- Swift and comprehensive 

implementation of EU Cancer 

Screening Recommendations

- National level specific policy asks



State of play

• Took place on 28 May

• Hybrid event

• In English with experts across Europe

• Around 50 participants



3 more to go

• Poland – EuropaColon Poland, this summer 

• Italy  – EuropaColon Italia & Vivere Senza Stomaco 
Si Può, September 2023 

• Portugal  – November 20, 2023 



Four Sessions

-Diagnostic Therapeutic Care Pathway

-Multidisciplinary

-Comprehensive Cancer Centres

-Screening and Early Diagnosis

20 speakers confirmed 

Round tables with Institutional Representants

Endorsement of various medical and 

scientific societies



• Burden of digestive cancer for Portuguese citizen: a global perspective

• Current strategies to reduce burden: when and how screening is an option?

Esophageal cancer

Colorectal cancer

Hepatocelular carcinoma

Pancreatic cancer

Gastric cancer

• Is all about stop smoking, reduce alcohol and healthy diet!

Digestive Cancer burden in Europe

A Southern-European perspective on current and future 

approaches – integrative with patient perspectives

November 20th, 2023
IPO Porto, Porto, Portugal
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