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Global Colon Cancer Association

The Global Colon Cancer Association (GCCA) advocates 

for equitable access to quality colorectal cancer 

screenings, testing, treatments, and care, because 

where you live should not determine whether you can 

prevent or survive colorectal cancer.

As both a membership-based umbrella organization 

and a direct-to-patient advocacy organization, GCCA 

works toward this goal by amplifying and supporting 

the efforts of our member organizations, by 

developing adaptable advocacy and educational 

materials for our members, and by conducting our 

own advocacy, education, and initiatives that ensure 

patients are at the heart of all policy discussions.

The GCCA partners with 100+ organizations around 

the world and supports the creation of advocacy 

groups in developing areas which have no colorectal 

cancer organizations.
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GCCA Leadership Team



Global Colon Cancer Association 

Member Organizations

Global Colon Cancer Association 4

102 member
organizations

51 countries​



Global Colon Cancer Association Members

(by Region)

Americas (North) Americas (South) Africa Eastern Mediterranean
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(by Region)

Europe Southeast Asia Western Pacific



Global Colon Cancer Association

Sponsors

Know Your 
Biomarker



Biomarker testing leads to life-

saving treatment options. Access remains 

a major barrier to patients. However, 

even in communities where biomarker 

testing is available and reimbursed, 

testing rates are lagging behind.

GCCA is working to address the common 

barriers so that colorectal cancer patients 

can benefit from scientific advances.

Global Colon Cancer Association

Challenges: Access, 

Awareness & Education

GCCA's international survey asked CRC patients 

and survivors how the results of biomarker 

testing were discussed with them:



Global Colon Cancer Association

Sponsors



Global Colon Cancer Association

GCCA is building a global community of advocates and advocacy organizations to 
share information about how to make the most impact in the sphere of 
colorectal cancer advocacy and patient-centered policy. 

This meeting provides a unique opportunity for GCCA members from around the 
globe to meet, in person, to collaborate and learn from each other as experts in 
the advocacy work they do in their communities.

October 18 

In person & Live Stream
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Sponsors

CRC Health 
Equity Grants

– Brazil

– Croatia

– Cyprus

– Kenya

– Lebanon

– Malawi

– Nigeria

– Tanzania

– U.S.

2022 & 2023 
Recipient 
Countries:



Global Colon Cancer Association

Challenges Solutions

12

Providing financial assistance to fill specific 

unmet needs in under-resourced 

communities, with priority in LMICs.

Seeking recipients focused on equity driven 

screening programs, educational 

opportunities, patient support, and policy 

initiatives

Advocates and organizations around the 

world have relationships and partnerships 

in their communities but may lack the 

financial resources to make the most of 

them.

“Receiving the colorectal 
cancer health equity 
grant from the GCCA, is 
beyond monetary 
support. It has caused a 
pivotal role in fostering 
communication and 
collaboration and equal 
access to essential 
resources. This grant 
amplifies our influence and 
expands our reach.”

Godwin Nnko, MD

Clinical Oncologist

Tanzania Oncology Society



Global Colon Cancer Association

Sponsors

Transforming
Policy



In partnership with Policy Wisdom, Policy 

Scorecards have been developed for the 

following countries:

• Argentina

• Brazil

• Chile

• Colombia

• Costa Rica

• Egypt

• Kuwait

• Mexico

• Saudi Arabia

• South Africa

Scorecards evaluate the current 

landscape of CRC policy, track progress 

moving forward, and serve as a 

communication tool for use with 

stakeholders

Global Colon Cancer Association

Solutions: Policy 

Scorecards



Global Colon Cancer Association

Sponsors

Patient 
Advocacy 
Mentorship



Global Colon Cancer Association

Challenges

16

While the U.S. has many CRC patient 

advocacy groups, including those focused 

on early-onset CRC, hereditary CRC, and 

other subgroups of CRC patients, there is 

a severe lack of CRC patient advocacy 

organizations around world.

Patients reach out to Global Colon 

Cancer Association seeking their local 

Patient Advocacy Group and are 

disappointed by few opportunities for 

support in their community.

→ In person mentorship activities in 

Mexico and China with ongoing 

virtual activities.

→ Virtual mentorship currently 

underway, with plans for in person 

mentorship activities in:

→ Hong Kong

→ Indonesia

→ Taiwan

→ Brazil

→ Algeria

→ Japan



Global Colon Cancer Association

Sponsors

Clinical Trial 
Awareness 



While more than 50% of patients offered a 

clinical trial do participate, only 8% of 

adults participate in a cancer clinical trial. 

This gap indicates a substantial number of 

patients who would participate but are 

not aware of clinical trials.

Patient awareness is impeded by lack of 

plain language materials about clinical 

trials. Lack of clear information also 

contributes to misconceptions and distrust 

of clinical trials and research participation.

There is also a lack of diverse 

representation in clinical trial participants, 

leaving treatments untested in the patients 

who will eventually receive them.

Global Colon Cancer Association

Challenges: Participation and 

Misconceptions

8%
Participate



Creating and maintaining up to date 

educational materials for patients and our 

members – glossary, clinical trial basics, 

debunking clinical trial myths, discussion 

guide

Developing and providing printed materials 

for HCP offices to encourage provider-

patient conversations early in CRC diagnosis 

and treatment

Posting biweekly social media infographic 

series – cobranding available

Seeking patient stories to connect with and 

inspire patients

Global Colon Cancer Association

Solutions: Education and 

awareness campaigns



Global Colon Cancer Association

Blue Hat Bow Tie for 

CRC Awareness Month



Prevention and early diagnosis are the best 

tools to reduce CRC burden and mortality.

People all over the world need greater 

awareness of CRC screening and symptoms 

for which they should seek care.

The majority of people don’t know that 

screening can actually largely prevent CRC.

Global Colon Cancer Association

Challenges

“There is a lot of lack of 
information.... people 
don't know about 
colorectal cancer. 
And it’s not only the 
communities or the 
people themselves, 
it’s also in the health 
facilities.”

Maud Mwakasungula

Executive Director

Women's Coalition Against 

Cancer: Malawi



Mentoring and supporting individuals and 

organizations to hold awareness and 

screening promotion events in their 

communities

Creating a toolkit to help advocates plan 

and promote events

Providing up to date shareable patient 

educational information about CRC 

screening and symptoms

Sharing the successes of individuals and 

organizations that have held Blue Hat Bow 

Tie events

Forming a steering committee to engage 

members and increase the impact and reach 

of the program

Global Colon Cancer Association

Solutions



Check out our website for 

updated CRC disease 

information, learn more 

about our members, and visit 

our peer support community 

by visiting globalcca.org

Global Colon Cancer Association

Web

Globalcca.org

KnowYourBiomarker.org

LearnBiosimilars.org

Social Media

@GlobalCRC
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